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THE STATE OF THE WORLD 

 Come January, it will be the season to 

display fashionable optimism and wish each 

other all the best, including for our declining 

nature. Like every year before, we will try to 

convince ourselves that what has not yet been 

done to save it, will be, or simply can still be. 

 

However, since we are not there yet, let®s keep 

grounded a little more! 

 

Every two years since 1998, WWF produces a 

report entitled Living Planet which describes the 

state of the world in which we live. This year, it 

asks a crucial question: how can nature be 

restored? This presupposes that nature can still 

be saved, bringing us back to the previous point. 

 

The 2018 edition of the report, published 

recently, is uplifting in many ways. It®s a reminder 

to how essential nature is to us; yes, incredible 

as it may sound, we still need to be reminded 

again and again of something appallingly 

obvious, namely, that there is no planet B. The 

report even evaluates the value of the services 

provided by nature at $ 125 000 billion a year, 

which obviously doesn®t mean much. Even if 

someone could afford to buy these services, 

what would he do and where would he go with 

them? Life has no value, precisely because 

without life, nothing matters, even in a bank vault 

or in a trading room. And, simply put, our life 

isn®t possible without nature. 

 

According to the report, less than a one fourth of 

the earth is still relatively unaffected by direct 

human activities, a proportion that is expected to 

fall to 10% in thirty years due to the increased 

use of space to meet the ever-growing needs of 

our ever-expanding species. But is it true that 

the growth of the human population impacts our 

environment? The report gives us some pretty 

straightforward graphs and each of us will draw 

his or her own conclusion. And if you do not see 

any connection between these curves, well, do 

not change anything to your habits, you are 

living in the trend! 

 

The report also produces the famous Living 

Planet Index, which is an indicator based on the 

abundance of mammals, Ĝsh, birds, reptiles and 
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amphibians. Set at a value of 1 in 1970 (even if 

we know however that the situation had already 

worsened), the value of the index has 

decreased by 60% since. In short, we have lost 

more than half of life on earth in less than two 

generations. 

 

Habitat index that focuses on the distribution of 

species, the Red List that covers their risk of 

extinction and the Biodiversity Integrity Index 

that measures the changes in the composition 

of the these species® communities) speak in 

unison: biodiversity is declining. 

 

Still, the report concludes with an optimistic note 

that presupposes a radical change in our 

behavior in order to restore nature and ensure a 

better future (for us of course). It supports a 

three-step roadmap: "(1) clearly state the 

objective of biodiversity restoration, (2) develop 

a set of measurable and relevant progress 

indicators, and (3) agree on a series of 

measures to achieve the goal in the required 

time.° I will let you decide whether this alone is 

enough. 

 

 

Click here to read the full report. 
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   join the 5,000 members on  

         the Facebook group dedicated to MOOCs.  

 

     All links and useful information is  on papaco.org. 

@Papaco_IUCN  

facebook /IUCNpapaco 

Linkedin 

Also read: monthly Protecting the Planet 

newsletter (GPAP). 

End of the current session: 17 Dec. 2018 
 
Make sure you Ĝnish off before this date, 
and if you passed the exams, request your 
certiĜcate as soon as possible. 
The next session starts 1 March 2019, and 
registrations open in January. 

Coming soon 

MOOC New 

technologies 
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